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WVEC’sRole

The2010regular session of the 79th West Virginia
Legidaturewasthe perfect example of why weneed the
West VirginiaEnvironmental Council.

Thisyear acombined 2, 079 billswereintroduced
inthe House of Delegates or the Senate. Among thebills
that wereintroduced, 219 billswould finally be passed by
both chambers, 98 House billsand 121 Senate hills.

Many of thebillsthat finaly passedinvolved
environmental issuesor concerns. Many, many more of
theorigind 2,079 billsinvolved environmental issues.

Infact, therewere so many that we had trouble
keepingtrack of themall. Thelist of bad billsalone could
havetaken up anentireBill Tracking pagein our weekly
Legislative Update.

But the number of billsintroduced thissessonwas
itsalf not out of thenorm. Similar numbershavebeen
introduced in recent years.

What was unusua thisyear washow many of
thosebillswere* active’ at sometimeduring the session.
Therewere many daysthisyear whenit took all four of us
onthe WVEC Lobby Teamin Charlestonto cover
committee meetingsthat were occurring al a the same
time.

Becausewewere covering so many different bills,
wewere also forced to watch morefloor sessions. This
wasared team effort.

continued on page 3
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Senate Bill 614

Protects West Virginia
By Bill Howley

Senate Bill 614, supported by the WV
Environmental Council, Stop PATHWV and WV Citizens
Against PATH, aswell asthousands of citizensacross
West Virginia, has passed the 2010 West Virginia
Legidatureandisgoing to Governor Manchinfor his
sgnature.

Thebill passed the WV Senate on aunanimous
vote and the WV House of Delegateswith only two voting
againgt it. Thebill wasamended threetimes, andthe
completeversion of thefina bill hasnot yet been posted
ontheLegidature sweb site.

Senate Bill 614 contained two main provisions.
Thebill isdirected at theway the West VirginiaPublic
Service Commission handles gpplicationsfor certificates of
convenience and necessity for high voltage (over 200kV)
transmissonlines.

West Virginialaw onthesetransmission projects
had failed to requirethe PSC to give priority to the
impactsof new linesonWest Virginiacitizensand
consumers. Senate Bill 614 remediesthat problem by
including theseimpactsinthelist of impactsthat the PSC
must consider in these cases.

Existing West Virginialaw also did not requirethat
land ownerswho are under threat of land seizurefor
power linesbe given noticewhen power companiesfile
their applicationsat the PSC. SenateBill 614 requires
that al land ownerswithin the power line's2200" wide
preferred construction corridor begiven at least 30 days

continued on page 3
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WVEC Member's Lifestyle Featured ...
Don and Mary, Living Off The Grid

The Charleston Daily Mail ran an article March 24th featuring Mary
Wildfire and Don Alexander's sustainable home in Roane County. Mary is a long
time WVEC member, and served as our Board President. Don is our Webmaster.
Both have been living a "green" lifestyle for years, and now share a home in
Roane County powered by solar they built themselves.

This is an exerpt from the article:

Roane Couple Create Solar-Powered Home
Octagonal House Gets Electricity from Four 220-watt Panels in Yard
By Billy Wolfe
Daily Mail staff - Wednesday March 24, 2010

Coal doesn't keep the lights on for Mary Wildfire and Don Alexander at
their octagon-shaped home near here (Spencer).

The sun does.

The Roane County back-to-the-landers are breaking free of the black
mineral, believing it to be deleterious to West Virginia and the environment as a
whole. And unlike a few high-profile celebrity environmentalists, Wildfire and
Alexander certainly practice what they preach.

The couple’s 1,400-square-foot home sits at the end of a mile-long stretch
of dirt road just outside Spencer. It has running water, a fireplace, Netflix movies, a
satellite dish and laptop computers.

Four 220-watt solar panels installed in the front lawn late last year provide
power. After a snowy winter during which the sun provided all the energy they
needed, they're eager to see how well the panels work on sunny summer days.

“Around Christmas, every house out here was without power for a week,
except for this one,” said Wildfire, 54. The couple invited neighbors with cabin
fever to come over and watch movies.

“If you want to go solar, step one is to get your energy use down,” she
said.

She recommends that people avoid air conditioning, electric heating and
big outdoor lights.

Wildfire and Alexander can power their home for about 12 hours on the
same amount of energy it takes to bake a loaf of bread in a conventional oven.

To read the entire article, go to: http://www.dailymail.com/foodandliving/
201003230903

Legislative Session 2010 Information Sources:

Legislative Reference & Information Center:

MB-27, Bld. 1 - State Capitol Complex, Charleston WV 25305

WYV Legislative web-site: www.legis.state.wv.us

(For bill tracking, bulletin board (journals), legislators’ e-mails.)

To Call Toll Free: 1-877-565-3447 or local Charleston area: (304) 347-4836
Listen Live: West Virginia Legislature page http://www.legis.state.wv.us/ and click
on “listen live.

WV Environmental Council Web-site: www.wvecouncil.org
WVEC Office: (304) 414-0143

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition:
www.ohvec.org/ovec_news.html and www.ohvec.org/news_gen.html daily.
Every morning, OVEC checks scores of news sources and posts links.
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Under the Dome ..... continued from page 1

Herearejust afew examplesof billsnot
mentioned el sewherein thisnewd etter that took up our
tme

Early inthe session WV EC | obby team member
Denise Poole had to put forth amajor effort to defeat SB
85, thehill that would have repealed West Virginia's
statutory ban onthe construction of nuclear power plants
until they are proven safe. Wewon thisone, whenthe
Senate Judiciary Committeevoted against thebill.

Likewiseearly inthe sesson, WVEC |obbyist
LesleeMcCarty had to play defenseon SB 181 and HB
4505, hillsthat would have limited countiesand
municipalitiesfrom enacting ordinancesregulating natura
resourceextraction. Thesebillsnever madeit out of
committee, thanksinlarge part to Ledee’sefforts.

Similarly, WVEC | obbyist John Christensen
worked tirdlessy in support of two billsdealing with
recycling. One of those billspassed — SB 398, which
prohibitsthedisposal of certain electronic devices, suchas
computers, monitors, andtelevison setsina\West Virginia
solid wastelandfill. Theother bill failed— SB 489, would
haverequired the WV Solid Waste M anagement Board to
study the state’' srecycling successrates. Johnworked
hard on both bills.

Alongthesamelines, therewereat least adozen
great renewableenergy billsintroduced thissession. The
main sponsorsof these billswere Delegates Barbara
Heischauer (D-Monongdlia), Nancy Guthrie(D-
Kanawha), and Mike Manypenny (D-Taylor). While
none of these billsadvanced far, the WV EC | obby team
spent hoursworking them.

And | spent abig chunk of timetrying to convince
the chairmen of both Judiciary committeesto block two
bad DEP hillsthat we had successfully managed to derail
the previousthree sessions. Thosewere SB 496, which
madeterriblerevisonsto the DEP Advisory Council, and
HB 4277, which givesthe authority to sign NPDES water
quality pollution permitstothe DEP Secretary. | failedin
both cases.

Butoverdl, | fed likewemadegroundinacouple
of areasthissession. First of all, weadvanced ared
discussion on energy issuesfurther thanwehaveinthe
past. Part of the credit for that goesto the WV EC |obby
teamfor lobbying legidatorsreally hard, and part of the
credit goesto someredly strong legidativealies,
particularly ontheHouseside.
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Secondly, we greatly expanded our network of
lobbying allies— fromWV CAG, toWV SORO, to
members of the Sludge Safety Project, to thefaith-based
lobbyists, and evento union lobbyistsfromthe AFL and
the ACT Foundation. We a so established agreat new
relationship with Sarah Hal stead Boland fromthe WV
Green Buildings Council and Green Works, WV.

Gary Zuckett pretty well summed thingsup when
talking about WV CAG'slobbying effortsthisweek inthe
Capitol Eye: “You can be proud that your |obby team
wasthereevery day (and many, many evenings) helping
our dliesand opposing our enemiesinthisannual struggle
of might against right.”

The same should be said for my colleaguesonthe
WV EC L obby Team —Denise Poole, John Christensen,
and LedieMcCarty. They madeusall proud.

And because of them, and all our alies, WVEC
continuesto haveamore credible presencefor the
environment at theL egidatureevery year.

Springisfinaly hereand songbirdsare beginning
totakeontheir brightest colors, so clean your bird feeders
and keep them full and continueto enjoy the show.

Senate Bill 614 - Protects West

Vlrgl nia ... continued from page 1

notice, by certified mail, that they havetheright to
interveneinthe PSC case at least 30 daysbeforethe PSC
setsadeadlinefor intervenors.

In both recent power line casesinvolving the PSC
(theapproved TrAIL lineand the pending PATH line)
many land ownerswere prevented from exercising their
rightstointervenein PSC cases, becausethey only found
out that their property would be affected after the PSC
closed the casesto new intervenors. Only intervenorscan
participatedirectly in decisionsabout whether the power
lineisneeded or whereit will besited.

Senate Bill 614 will protect West Virginiapower
consumers, land ownersand citizensfrom the abuses
suffered asaresult of the TrAIL power linethat the PSC
approvedin 2008. Whiletheland owner protection
provisonsof thebill will not apply directly tothepending
PATH case, thebill’sother provisonwill influence
presentation of evidence asthe PSC considersevidence
concerning PATH.

(Howley istheauthor of “The Power Line, the
View from Calhoun County,” aWeb log that hasbeen
covering WV power lineissuessince 2008. You canread
hisblogat http://cahounpowerline.wordpress.comy/).
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Marcellus Shale “ Water Bill”
Dies on Final Night

By Donald S. Garvin, Jr.
WVEC Legidlative Coordinator

HB 4513, “establishing requirementsfor Marcellus
gas well operations' use of water resources,” died in a
conference committee

So keeping all thisin mind, here’show things
played out during that final week, as described by WV
CAG lobbyist Julie Archer in this week’s Capitol Eye:

“The House Judiciary Committee essentially held
SB 369 hostage in order to encourage the Senate Energy,
Industry and Mining (EIM) Committee to act on HB 4513.
However, in an unfortunate turn of events, EIM amended
the provisions of SB 369 into HB 4513. In addition, the
committee also
weakened important

onthefinal night of the
session.

If it had
passed, the bill would
have set additional
reporting requirements
for water withdrawals
from streams, the
contents of water used
for high-volume“dlick
water” hydraulic
fracturing, and where
the waste water was
to be disposed.

Thebill would
also have required

Don Garvin and Delegate Tim Manchin react during the Marcellus Shale bill
discussion. Senate Natural Resources Committee. March 8, 2010

protections for our
water resources,
specifically a
requirement that
operators have a plan
to maintain minimum
instream flows. What
started out as a good
bill aimed at protecting
our water resources,
turned into something
that neither WV -
SORO nor the WV
Environmental Council
could support.

Thebill ended

drillersto have plans
for handling water
withdrawals and waste disposal prior to getting the permit
to drill. One of those plans would have covered

mai ntai ning minimum instream flowswhen withdrawing
water.

HB 4513 passed out of House Judiciary Committee
by voice vote, and was later passed by the full House by a
vote of 89to 8.

The Senate referred the bill to two committees:
first to Natural Resources, and then to Energy, Industry
and Mining (EIM). Senate Natural Resources Chairman
John Pat Fanning took the bill up in committee almost
immediately, and he allowed afull hour for the public to
make presentations to the committee. The committee then
passed the bill by a unanimous voice vote.

But that second reference to EIM was the kiss of
death.

Before we go any further, we need to tell you
about another oil and gas bill — SB 369, the “ deep well/
shallow well” bill. SB 369 would have changed the
definition of a“shallow well” so that it appliesto many
vertical Marcellus Shale wells. Industry REALLY wanted
thishill. Butit'saterrible bill that would have essentially
legalized stealing of gasfrom neighboring mineral owners,
and been worse for the environment by eliminating the
need for well spacing (meaning morewellsdrilled and
moreland disturbed).
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up in a conference
committee on the last night of the session. Delegate Tim
Manchin (D-Marion), lead sponsor of HB 4513, tried
convince the Senate conferees to agree to restore critical
language needed to protect our waters. When it became
clear no compromise could be reached, HB 4513 died,
killing SB 369 dong withit.”

So that'sthat. But not quite.

The process of attempting to pass thisbill in the
Legislature has pushed DEP to actually do more for
protecting water from oil and gas operations. And asa
result, much of what we proposed in the bill is actually now
being done by the Office of Qil and Gas in the permit
process. Soall isnot lost.

Finally, | want to mention that thisbill would never
have been proposed in the first place were it not for
Delegate Tim Manchin (D-Marion), the House Chairman
of the Legidlative Oversight Commission on State Water
Resources.

It was Delegate Manchin who had the bill drafted
after ayear’s worth of presentations on Marcellus drilling
issues. It was Delegate Manchin who became the lead
sponsor of the bill. 1t was Delegate Manchin who
orchestrated the advancement of the bill. And it was
Delegate Manchin who stood behind the principles of the
bill to the bitter end.

| have never seen alegidlator “work abill” so
hard. You wore me out, Tim!
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Comment Period on Net
Metering Ends April 4"

By John Christensen,
WVEC |obbyist

Oneof my biggest disappointmentsin thissecond
session of the 79" Legidaturewasthefailurefor HB 4391
to advanceintheHouse. Thebill wassingle-referencedto
House Judiciary, but it never madeit to the committee's
agenda.

Thebill’slead sponsor was Del. Mike Manypenny
(D-Taylor), and it would have provided animportant
incentivefor consumer investment in renewable energy
generation.

It would have allowed customersto generate more
of their own electricity with small renewable systemsto
offset their consumption over abilling period by alowing
their electric metersto turn backwardswhen they generate
electricity in excess of thetheir demand. What agreat idea
to havealow-cost, easily administered method of
encouraging citizen investment in renewable energy
technologiesright herein West Virginia

Thegood newsisthat westill have an opportunity
to change PSC net metering standards, but we haveto act
fast.

TheWV Public Service Commission has proposed
new Net Metering Rules, which includedigibility,
technicd, interconnection, metering, tariff filingand
reporting requirementsrelating to net metering. The
proposed rulesare contained in PSC General Order No.
258, and can befound onthe Internet at http://
WWW.pSC.state.wv.us/scripts/\WebDocket/

VienDooumant dfimZCespAdivityl D=2837088 NatType= \WebDocket

Any interested person or corporation may file
specific written comments on the proposed amended rules
by April 4, 2010, by 4:00 p.m., to Sandra Squire,
Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West
Virginia, Post Office Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia
25323. Repliesto comments may befiled no later than May
5, 2010 by 4:00 pm.

Any party seeking ahearing on the proposed rules
shall make aspecific written request by M ar ch 30,2010
and explicitly state the grounds upon which the request for
ahearingismade.

One positive changein the proposed PSCruleis
that the electric utilities pick up thetab for new net
metering devices, asavings of $200.00 consumers
generating their own electricity. However, in my opinion,
much of the proposed ruleislessthan desirable, and

Green Legidative Update

benefitsthelarge utilitiesrather thantheresidential
generator.

Currently, net metering isoffered in morethan 35
states, including WV. However, other statesare doing
much moreto facilitate the growth of residential renewable
energy production. To get moreinformation on better rules
in other states, smply Googlethel nter state Renewable
Ener gy Council, whichisfunded by the USDOE and
managed by the North Carolina Solar Center.

So get your commentsin on the proposed PSC
rule. Meanwhile, wewill work to get the L egidlatureto
adopt morefriendly net metering provisionsnext session.

Oil and GasRule
Passeson Last Day

After what can only be described asarough start,
DEP'sQOil and GasWell Drilling Rulewas passed by both
chambersonthelast day of the session. It took some
butting of headsand acouple of conference committees,
but theruleasfinaly adopted beginsto addressdrilling for
Marcellus Shale natural gasin some positiveways.

Theruleprovides construction standardsfor large
volume pitsand impoundments. Amendmentsadopted
makeit highly unlikely that drillerswill not useimpermesble
synthetic pit liners. And amendmentswere accepted that
require notice and opportunity for ahearing for the surface
owner, should adriller opt to usejust aclay liner.

Whilewewould haveliked to see other protective
measuresincluded intherule, thisisagoodfirst step at
protecting the state’ swater resourcesfrom Marcellus
Shdedrilling operations.

2009 Energy Code Removed
from Building CodeRule

Last year the Legidature passed abill requiring the
State Fire Commission to update the energy efficiency
provisionsof the State Building Code. Thisyear the
L egidature gutted the 2009 IECC energy code provisions
fromtherule proposed by the State Fire Marshall.

West Virginiacurrently isasmuch assix years
behind in updating to the National Code. Welobbied hard to
restorethe energy efficiency codetothisrule, dongside
the Governor’sstaff. TheWV Homebuilders Association
lobbied hard to keep the updated energy code out of the
rule. Welost.

Thisprompted one of the stakeholdersto comment
that “West Virginia sbuilding code amountsto theworst
possible building you can build under the code.”
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Lawyers, Gunsand M oney

By Leslee McCarty,
VWEC Lobbyist

Itistheweek after my two monthsat the
Legidatureand yes, | am depressed. | caneasly
understand why acouple of prominent figuresonthe
legidativemerry-go-round got arrested for drunk driving!
| think they weremaybelooking for clarity inamixed up
crazy legidativeworld—or at least alittlerdief!

So maybel seeirony in everything, but canyou
tell mewhy Senate Finance Chair Walt Helmick (D-
Pocahontas) doesn’t seethat itisalittlebit funny togivea
sdestax holiday on gunsthat might loseus$3 million and,
inthe samemeeting, orchestrateamoveto strip funds
fromabill to publicly finance Supreme Court elections,
saying we could not affordit?

And how about those House Judiciary members
who sided withthe WV Homebuilders Associationto
exempt them from 2009 energy code compliance on new
homes, even though the Governor’s office assured them
that it would meanlosing futurefederd stimulusfundsfor
State energy efficiency programs?

And, of course, themost bitter pill wehadto
swallow was our defeat at the hands of ChairmanMike
Green (D-Raleigh) of the Senate Energy Industry and
Mining Committee(“EIM” or “Evil Industry Minions’, as
oneof our friendsputsit). Greenand hiscommittee
added industry’s SB 369 ( deep well/shdlow well” hill)
into our good Marcelluswater bill (HB 4513), making it
too bitter. And although we offered amendmentsto | ast
minute conferees, Green remained intransigent, sothe
wholething went downto defeat, and welost the
protectionsprovidedinour bill..

Therewereafew heroesweworked withthis
session: Delegates Tim Manchin (D-Marion), Bonnie
Brown (D-Kanawha), BarbaraFleischauer (D-
Monongalia), Mike Manypenny (D-Taylor), Sen. Randy
White (D-Webster), among numerousothers. But redly,
folks, it wasbad.

Itisan electionyear, and | hopewewill have
some positive changesin Charleston next year. Oil and
Gasinterestswill no doubt join Coal to try and replace
reasonabl e people with toadies, so please make sureyou
find good candidates and work to get them el ected.

Meantime, for the next week or so, asmy favorite
radio cartoon super hero, Chicken Man, used to say, “If
theworld needsme, MissHéllfinger, I'll beinthebroom
closet.”
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| just need alittle break. Maybe CostaRica? At
|east they areaformer bananarepublic that recognizes
their past and movesforward, rather than astatewitha
proud heritagethat ismoving closer and closer tobeing a
bananarepublic.

Ethics Bill Diesin Senate

HB 4016 would have toughened financial
disclosurerequirementsfor public officia sand their
spouses, and would have banned certain officias,
including legidatorsand employeesof thelegidativeand
executive branches, fromlobbying for at least ayear after
leaving their public post.

Thehill passed the House unanimously aweek
after the session began. The Senatereferred thebill to
Senate Finance Committee, where Chairman Walt
Helmick (D-Pocahontas) never put the bill ontheagenda.

Thebill contained an amendment whichwas
dubbed the“ Puccio Amendment,” coming just oneweek
after former Manchin chief of staff Larry Puccioregistered
asalobbyist for Consol Coal and other entities.

Just thisweek welearned that outgoing state Tax
Commissioner Christopher Morris, whosedeparturefrom
state government was announced last week, will become
West VirginiaAmerican Water’stop lobbyist. Andthere's
arumor that another Manchinlegidativeaidewill soon
becomeacoa industry lobbyist.

The"revolving door" isaliveandthriving at the
Statehouse.

M IC Bill Failsto Advance

HB 4654, abill that would havelimited theon-site
storage of thedeadly chemica methyl isocyanateto no
morethan fivethousand poundsat any facility inWest
Virginia, wasintroduced solateinthesessonthat it failed
to makeit on to the House Heal th and Human Resources
Committee'sagenda.

Thebill was sponsored by Delegates Brown,
Guthrie, Hatfield, Hunt, Poore, Skaff, Spencer, Wells,
Armstead, Laneand Walters—almost al of the Kanawha
Valley legidative del egation, both Democratsand
Republicans.

Methyl isocyanateisthe same chemicd that killed
thousands of peoplein Bhopal, Indiain 1984.

D
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Victory! Supreme Court
Public Financing Pilot Project
Signed by Governor

On Thursday the Governor signed HB 4130, the
Supreme Court Public Financing Pilot Project Act!

Thebill providesaternative campaignfinancing
optionsfor candidatesfor the West VirginiaSupreme
Court of Appealsbeginningin 2012 through fundsfrom
the Treasurer’sUnclaimed Property Trust Fund.
Candidatesparticipatinginthe Pilot Project would be
required to raise acertain amount of campaign fundsto
qualify for the program and receive public funds.
Candidates accepting public funds are thereafter
prohibited fromraising or spending money from private
SOUrces.

Although the Senate Finance Committee adopted
an amendment that removed morethan half of the other
funding provided for the program, WV Citizensfor Clean
Elections coalition partnersagreed to continueto push for
passage of the bill and then try to work to get more
funding later.

Specia thanksgo to Senator Jeff Kesder (D-
Marshall), who hasbeen amajor proponent of public
financing for many years, and Delegate Tim Manchin (D-
Marion), who championed thelegidationinthe House.

WV EC thanksgoesalso to Carol Warren and

Julie Archer, whosetirelesslobbying madethishill happen.

SB 518 Gutted, Then Passed

SB 518 asorigindly introduced would have
created the* Governor’s Commission to Seizethe Future
of Energy for America’ (wedubbed it the Commissionto
Seizethe Past).

However, after the House Finance Committee
finishedwiththishill, there snocommissonat dl! Thehill
samply givesthe state’ s Division of Energy someadditiona
respong bilitiesrel ating to promoting “clean cod,”
something the agency aready doeswhenever it getsthe
chance.

Theonegoodthinginthebill isthat it requiresthe
Legidative Auditor’sofficeto performan agency review
of the Division of Energy in 2010 aspart of itsreview of
the Department of Commerce.

That could proveinteresting.
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Two Bad Bills Passon L ast Night

Twoterriblebillsinvolving the DEP—SB 496 and
HB 4277 —went down to thewirethis session, but were
both passed onthelast night.

SB 496 adlowsthe DEP Advisory Council to
“submit recommendationsfor rulemaking to the Secretary”
— “upon approva by mgjority vote,” Thisisatotally
ingppropriaterolefor thisbody, and can only resultin
adversarid confrontationswithinthe Council. Thehill so
addsamember to the Advisory Council, without adding
an additional member from the environmental community;
thisisindirect conflict withthelanguagethat remainsinthe
statutethat says, “In making subsequent appointmentsthis
balance of membership shall bemaintained.”

HB 4277 givesthe DEP Secretary the authority to
sgnNationa Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) water pollution permits. It removesprotective
language contained inthe WV Water Pollution Control
Act that requiresthat NPDES permitsbeissued and
signed by the Chief of DEP s Office of Water and Waste
Management —the" expert agency.” The Secretary of
DEPisapolitical appointee and not an expert in water
qudity protection. Thishill only further politicizesan
agency that isaready too political.

WV EC hassuccessfully opposed smilar
legidation the past threeor four years. Thistimeit appears
wehavelost. Both billsawait the Governor’ ssignature.

(Think Renewable>

“Green Buildings Act”
Failsto Advance

After makingit through the House Government
Organization Committeeina“neutered” condition,
WVEC's“GreenBuildingsAct” (HB 4008) failed to make
it on to the House Finance Committeeagenda. Soit’s
dead for another year.

Asoriginally drafted, thebill would haverequired
that new state buildingsbebuilttothe LEED slver
certification or equivaent “ Green Globes|nitiative’ building
rating standard. Thislanguage wasacompromisethat had
been worked out between al of the stakeholdersover the
last two years.

WE |l try again next year.
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In the News. ..

Breaking News!

EPA Recommends Veto Of Spruce Mine Per mit
TheU.S. EPA announced Friday that itis
recommending the veto of awater quality permit for West
Virginia'slargest mountaintop-removal mine, ArchCod’s

Spruce No. 1 minein Logan County.

EPA’sannouncement said the project would
pollutedrinking water and harmwildlifein mountain
streams, and that the damage to the mountainswould be
irreversble.

EPA'saction continuesaformal process—
including apublic comment and hearing— that could lead
to aveto of themine's Clean Water Act permit, but also
could take ayear or moreto beresolved.

EPA Cites Dupont for Deadly Phosgene L eak

TheU.S. Environmental Protection Agency
recently announced that it has cited DuPont Co. and
ordered the company’sBelle, W.Va., chemical plant to
takeavariety of actionsasaresult of January’s phosgene
leak that killed aplant worker.

The order resultsfrom an EPA inspection of the
facility following threereleasesin January, including the
release that caused the death.

Based on EPA’sinspection and available
information about the operation of thefacility, EPA has
determined that thefacility hasnot satisfied Clean Air Act
requirementsthat are designed to help prevent accidental
rel eases and minimizethe consequences of releasesthat
do occur.

Massey Pledges $1 Million for New
Mar sh Fork School

Raleigh County Schools Superintendent Charlotte
Hutchens, asked the state School Building Authority this
week for $6.6 million to build anew school to replace
Marsh Fork Elementary.

The school sits 300 feet from aMassey Energy
coal processing plant and down the hollow from ahuge
coa-durry impoundment.

In aletter dated March 18, Massey Energy
Chairman and CEO Don Blankenship wroteto Raleigh
County school board president Rick Snuffer, pledging $1
million from Massey Energy toward anew school.

Coal River Mountain Watch, an environmental
organization that fights mountaintop removal mining, also
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plansto pledge morethan $10,400 for the school (monies
raisedinthe” Penniesfor Promise” campaign).

EPA to Study Effectsof Fracking

TheU.S. Environmental Protection Agency is
taking acloser look at atechnique used to drill for natural
gasin Marcellus Shale. The EPA announced it will study
theimpact hydraulic fracturing has on human health and the
environment, in particular theeffect it hason ground and
surfacewater. Hydraulic fracturing isatechniqueused to
release natural gasand oil from geological formations.

InMarcellus Shalegasdrilling, morethanamillion
gallonsof water isforced down into wellsand the water
pressurefractures shale allowing natural gasto escape.
Thewater that returnsto the surfaceisfull of salt,
chemicalsand metals. Treatment and disposal optionsfor
thewater arelimited and most of thewater usedin the
process doesn’t return to the surface. West Virginia
regulatorshaveissued nearly athousand Marcellusgas
well permitsinthepast threeyears.

TheEPA isinthevery early stagesof designing
what will be apeer-review study, but it intendsto
incorporate input from federal and state agencies, oil and
gascompanies, environmental groupsand thegenera
public.

TheEPA isre-directing $1.9 millionfromits2010
budget for the study and will request additional money for
the study inthe 2011 budget.

Court toHear Chief Logan Drilling Appeal

The WV Supreme Court has agreed to hear an
appeal of alower court ruling regarding new natural gas
drilling proposed for Chief Logan State Park. Manchin
adminiration officia sand environmenta groupsfiledthe
appeal, seeking to overturn Logan Circuit Judge Roger
Perry’sdecisionlast year infavor of Cabot Oil & Gas.
Justices voted 5-0 to hear the case. No date was
immediately set for oral arguments, but the casewould
likely not be heard until thefall.

EPA Reports Streams Near Mining Toxic

Water quality downstream from surface coal -
mining operationsin West Virginiaand Kentucky greatly
exceeds recommended toxicity limits, accordingto
recently released sampling datafromthe U.S.
Environmenta Protection Agency. EPA scientistsfound
toxicity levelsashigh as50 timesthefedera guidelinesin
water downstream from mining operations. In-stream
water samplesfrom 14 of 17 sites EPA tested exceeded
theagency’sguidelines.
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April 10-11: Red Spruce Ecosystem Restoration - Canaan

Valley National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center. 10 AM both days.

Volunteer opportunity to help plant red spruce and balsam fir
trees on the Wildlife Refuge, Blackwater Falls State Park, and
Monongahela National Forest.

For more information: Dave Saville, (304) 284-9548 or
daves@Iabyrinth.net

April 16: WV Citizen Action Group Spring Fundraiser.
Charleston Women's Club. Live music by the VooDoo Katz.
Full buffet - $30 per person.

Save this date - more details to be announced.

April 16 & 17: WV Sustainable Fair 2010 "Green Makes
$enge”. Davis & Elkins College - Elkins, WV. FREE and open
to the public: Seminars, Workshops, Art Exhibit,
Demonstrations, 50 Booths on Energy, WV Agriculture &
Organic Foods, Green Building, Health, Artists, Community
Gardening & more.

“A Sustainable Feast” Benefit Dinner Friday evening ($25).
Live Music throughout the event, culminating with a Saturday
evening Benefit Concert (Harper McNeeley Auditorium) from 7
PM - 10 PM ($5). Musicians include Mike Morningstar, The
GinSangers and The Wild Rumpus.

For more information: Denise Poole, deniseap@earthlink.net
or Sustainable Living for WV website:
www.sustainablelivingforwv.org

April 19: Fifth Annual Monongahela River Summit. Waterfront
Place Hotel, Morgantown WV.

Forum on opportunities and issues for the Mon River.

For more information: www.MonRiverSummit.org

April 22: National Earth Day

April 24: Earthday Celebration. The Appalachian Folklife
Center, Pipestem WV. 12 noon - till ? Music, panel discussion,
crafts, children's theater. Camping and dorm rooms available.
For more information: www.folklifecenter.org or (304) 466-
0626

Z032  Calendar of Events St
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April 24-26: Strenuous Shuttle Backpack on the Appalachian
Trail. Triple Crown of VA. 24 miles, with great views from
McAfee Knob, Tinker Cliffs and Hay Rock Overlook. Average
daily mileage approximately 8.0.

To Register: Mike Juskelis, (410) 439-4964

May 1: WV Herb Association Spring Conference. Beckley.
Stay tuned for more details.

May 22: Kanawha Valley Sustainability Fair. Habitat for
Humanity ReStore, 301 Piedmont Rd., Charleston. 10am -
4pm. Booths and other activities are planned.

May 29-31: Cranberry Backcountry Backpack. 26 mile
moderate circuit. Daily mileage: 8/12/6.

Pre-registration required. Mike Juskelis, (410) 439-4964 or
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

June: Annual WVEC Board Retreat. All members welcome.
Exact date and location to be announced.

June 5: World Environment Day. Pittsburgh, PA. (United
Nations Environment Program's World Environment Day).

July 10-11: Lavender Day - at LaPaix Herb Farm. Alum Bridge -
Lewis County. Limited to 100 participants only. Includes
workshops, guided walks, booths, gourmet lunch by Chef Dale
Hawkins. Attendance by reservation only.

For more information: www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com

July 10-12: Cranberry Wilderness Backpack. Hike in 5 miles,
camp at Big Beechy Falls. Hiking continues day 2 and 3. 18
miles total.

Pre-registration required. Contact Mike Juskelis at (410) 439-
4964 or mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

September: Annual WVEC Fall Convention. Exact date and
location to be announced.

To have your event placed in the WVEC Calendar

contact: Denise Poole, editor - deniseap@earthlink.net

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership

New Membership

Membership Levels

Change of Address Donation

$ 10 Student/ Senior
Name: $ 25 Regular

$ 50 Seedling
Address: $ 100 Sustaining

$ 250 Enviro Steward
City, State, Zip: $ 500 Canopy

$1,000 Old Growth
Phone: e-mail $ Other

Green Legidative Update
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West Virginia Environmental Council
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311
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Meet Us At the Sustainable Fair!

April 16 & 17 - Davis & Elkins College Campus.
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Join WV Environmental Council at the
upcoming WV Sustainable Fair ~ "Green
Makes $ense". April 16 (Benefit Dinner) &
April 17th. This is a "don't miss". Veg-
etable Oil run car .... Green motorized bi-
cycles .... Seminars on Sustainable Living
Topics .... Music .... Art ...... Benefit Concert
.... Booth Displays & Sales .... Organic
Food & Drink Vendors .... Benefit Dinner ....

See inside under 'Calendar of Events' for more details, contact informa-
tion & other great happenings this spring!

J
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