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Under the Dome

By Donald S Garvin, Jr.
VWVEC Legid ative Coordinator

Week 8 —We Can Only Dream

Our good friend Perry Bryant, long-time
progressivelobbyist at the capitol, sent out hislegidative
update thisweek to West Virginiansfor Affordable Health
Carewith thefollowing header:

“Opening the processat DHHR (Medicaid) is
referred to two committeesin the Senate, data-mining bill
dies, removal of soft drinksin school dies, and the Senateis
considering away to substantially reduce health care costs
for aselect group of West Virginians— legidators.”

That sumsup theway thingsare going for
environmental issuesaswell.

| began this session feeling fairly upbeat about our
legidative agenda. With lessthan two weeksremaining, all
that has changed and things arelooking pretty gloomy.

TheTier 2.5 stream listinthe Antidegradation
Implementation Rulewas gutted by three Senate
committees, downto just 108 streams—and thenthe Tier
2.5 category itself waseliminated by avote of thefull
Senate. Inaddition, the coal boys have managed to get the
new list of trout streamsremoved from the Water Quality
StandardsRule.

A hill that would help make amega-dump out of
theMcDowell County landfill (SB 770) sprungtolifeonthe
final day that billscould beintroduced, and was passed on
thefast track by the Senate.

We have managed to get someimprovementsto
HB 4438, the* mysteriousblue haze’ bill that would
“streamling’ air pollution permitsand actually alow
construction to begin before all the permitsarereceived for
new “minor sources’ of air pollution. But, as| said last

..... continued on page 3
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Open For Garbage

By John Christensen, WVEC Lobby Team

Action Alert: House Finance Committee
chairman Harry Keith White has granted our
request for a public hearing on SB 770. The
hearing is scheduled for 9:30 A.M. on Monday,
March 3 and will be held in the House Chamber.

Just when you thought we might get through the
session without having to deal with agarbagebill, we get
threeonthelast day tointroduce bills (Feb. 18). SB 703,
SB 727, and SB 770 are utilizing adifferent strategy to un-
do our nationally recognized solid wastelaws. They al bear
thetitle*reduced solid waste assessment fee”, which
sounds almost palatable until you read the details.

SB 770istheactivebill, and the onethat we are
concerned about.

Thepremiseof thishill isto reducelandfill tipping
fees statewide, once the amount of garbage collected state-
widereaches 570,000 tons per month during athree month
period.

The only way this can be accomplishedisby
boosting the garbagetonnage at the McDowell Landfill and
forcethe state to consider making it amega-landfill, lifting
the cap from 50,000 tonsamonthsto 100,000 tonsamonth.

Theprovisonsof thishill will primarily benefit one
privatelandfill operator, waste haulers, somemunicipalities
andthe M cDowell county budget.

And, if thebill ispassed asis, thetipping feeswill
remain at thereduced rate, even if McDowell Landfill
garbage collection decreasesin thefuture.

The only incentive contained in thisbill isto
produce mor e garbage, and the bill isa disincentive
to West Virginia'srecycling efforts.

..... continued on page 3
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WVEC lobby team at the "well" - hard at work
John Christensen, Don Garvin, Vickie Wolfe

(E-Day at the Capitol, February 22, 2008)
Photo by, Chuck Wyrostok

Reminder: The 2008 Legislative Session ends at midnight Saturday March
8th. As soon as the dust settles, we will publish our Legislative Wrap Up news-
letter. Look for this around the end of March or early April. There will be no
Legislative Update this Friday due to the complexity of the end of the session.
Be on the look out for any ACTION ALERTS we may send out.

Last Day of Session WVEC Open House: If you would like to come to
the capitol on Saturday, March 8th to watch the action, stop by the WVEC office at
2206 Washington Street East between 12 noon till ??? Bring your favorite dish and
beverage. Lots of folks will be going to and from the capitol as bills of interest pass
or fail. We are just a block from the capitol, and parking behind our office is
plentiful on Saturdays ... word has it some may bring instruments along ....
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Under The Dome... cont. from pg. 1

week, it isthe very concept of HB 4438 that isbad public
policy inthefirst place, andit, too, has been fast-tracked
for passagein the House.

Onceagain both the Bottle Bill and the Clean
ElectionsBill —for the umpteenth year inarow —will
languish without being advanced by committees. On E-Day,
the Clean Electionshill actually appeared onthe House
Judiciary Committee agendafor about four hoursbeforeit
wasremoved! | still haven't figured that one out.

And to round things out, not one of the half adozen
or so renewabl e energy or energy conservation billswe
have supported this session has even been taken up for
cons deration by any committee. Meanwhile, AEP
yesterday asked the state Public Service Commissionfor a
17 percent rateincrease.

Contrast all thisto another piece of email |
received thisweek from Conni Lewis, alsoalong-time
progressivelobbyist at thecapitol, including severa stintson
the WV EC L obby Team.

Conni isal so an active member of the American
Friends Service Committee and she passed on this
legidativeupdatefromthe* Friends’ group in the State of
Weashington:

“Thispast Tuesday, February 19th, wasthelast day
for legidation to pass either the state House or Senate.

WEe' re happy to report that each of thefour Prioritiesfor a
Healthy Washington hasmadeit over thishurdle. . .
* ClimateAction and Green Jobs passed the
House, 64 —31.
* Local Solutionsto Global War ming passed
the Senate, 31-17.
* Evergreen Cities passed the House, 73 —22.
» Local Farms—Healthy Kids passed the
House, 95 -1, the Senate passed companion
legidation, 48—-0.”

Wl it’sobviousimmediately that thelegidaturein
the State of Washingtonison adifferent planet than the
legislature here. They actually seemto haveaplan; they
actually seem to have aprogressive environmental agenda
endorsed by their legidativeleadership.

Or perhapsthey even have aprogressive
environmental agendasponsored by their Governor!
Imaginethat!

Conni’ swistful comment was, “\We can only
dream.”

Yes, Conni, wecan only dream.

Our fine-feathered friends are getting ready to
nest, so remember to keep your bird feedersfull thisweek.
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! Open for Gar bage" ... cont. from pg. 1

WVEC's John Christensen on Hoppy Kercheval show February 28th
Photo by Gary Zuckett

Thebill would be administered by our understaffed
DEP. Thebill doesnothing to promoterecycling, actually
reducesrecycling dollars by thousands per year unlesswe
bringin MORE garbage. Thisisnot agood deal for WV
citizens.

It also hurtsthe LCAP program, which helps
county solid waste authoritiescloseold landfillsinan
environmentally safe manner and provide perpetua
monitoring, by reducing thefunding for that program.
Currently only ten million dollarsareinthat account. When
alandfill must be closed, the host county commissionwill
haveto make up the differencein the event of ashortfall.

And remember folks, once our WV codeisopened
for somespecial interest idealikethis, the protective
tonnage capswill beinjeopardy statewide.

Wherewill all thisgarbage comefrom? It'sno
secret - it will comefrom New York, New Jersey and
Philadel phia, thousands of trainloads of plastic-cubed
garbagefrom the east'shiggestscitiesdirect to McDowell
County.

Senator Truman Chafin (D-Mingo) isSB 770'slead
and only sponsor. Chafin hasstated publicly that hewill
come back to thelegidaturein thefutureto ask for lifting
the cap at McDowell.

Thebill breezed through the senate, and will next
be dealt with in the House Finance Committee.

Thishill isnothing morethan aclassic case of "Bait
and Switch" - citizenswill belured by lower garbagefeesin
return for higher tonnagesand lifting of capsin thefuture.
Thishbill should bekilled.

Ask your al your House of Delegate membersto
oppose SB 770. Contact them by phone or e-mail - or
better yet, cometo the Public Hearing on Monday.

Let your voice be heard - West Virginiaisnot

" Open for Garbage".
S S
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Good Bye, Tier 2.5?

By Donald S. Garvin, Jr.
WVEC Legislative Coordinator

Inasurprising turn of eventslatethisweek, both
the Senate and the House Judiciary Committeeactually
eliminated the® Tier 2.5” category fromthe
Antidegradation |mplementation Rule.

You heard meright, folks. Tier 2.5isgone, and
thereisnow anew definition of Tier 3 that was adopted
by House Judiciary.

Under theHouselanguage, Tier 3streamsare
now “ all Federally designated river sunder the‘Wild
and Scenic RiversAct’, 16 U.S.C. #1271 et seq.; all
streamsand other bodiesof water in stateparksand
forests, water sin national parksand forestsand
water sdesignated under the‘National Parksand
Recreation Act of 1978 asamended; and pur suant
to subsection 7.1. of 60CSR5, those water swhose
uniquechar acter, ecological or recreational value, or
pristinenatureconstitutesavaluablenational or
state resour ce.”

TheTier 2.5 category isnow gonein both the
Antideg rule and the Water Qudlity rule, and thenew Tier
3definitionwasput into both rules. Inaddition, the
additional trout streamsthat DEP had includedinthe
updated B2 list wereremoved, |eaving the definition of
“trout waters’ intact, dongwiththeoldlist of B2 streams.

My instant analysisisthis: all streamson public
landsin WV would now beTier 3automatically.
Streamson privatelands could be nominated for Tier 3
designation. And therewill benotier listsfor the
legislatureto approve!

Just so everyone knows how we got to wherewe
are, hereisabrief re-cap:

Last year, DEP proposed 309 Tier 2.5 streamsin
the Antideg rule. A Senate Committeecut that to 38
streams. House Judiciary kept it at 309. The Speaker of
the House and DEP Cabinet Secretary Stephanie
Timmermeyer proposed 156 streamsasacompromise,
but |obbyistsfor the Farm Bureau, etal, wouldn' t takeit.
The Speaker withheld therulefor final passageand none
of the DEPrulespassed. Timmermeyer said shewouldfile
therulesas“findized” withthe Secretary of State’soffice
(sincethelegidaturedid not act), but shedid not.

Thisyear, DEP proposed 156 Tier 2.5 streams
(thecompromisefromlast year). Just prior to theregular
legidativesesson, thelnterim Joint LegidativeRule-
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Making Review Committeerestored thelist to 309
Streams.

L ast week the Senate Natural Resources
Committee amended the Antideg ruletoincludejust 108
streams (aFarm Bureau proposed number). Thisweek,
Senate Finance Committee defeated an amendment to
restorethelist to 156 streams, and adopted the Natural
Resourcesamendment (108 streams).

Then Senate Judiciary Committee voted to accept
theamendmentsreducing thelist to 108 streams. Also,
after abunch of whining fromthecoal lobbyists, the
Judiciary Committee voted to removetheadditiona trout
streamsthat DEP had included inthe updated B2 list
(leaving thedefinition of “trout waters’ intact, dongwith
theoldlistin Appendix A).

| think itisfair to say that Senate Judiciary
Committee chairman Jeff Kesder (D-Marshall) was
furious, because membershad assured himthey would
support at least 156 streams (which obvioudy didn’t
happen). So hereported all therest of the DEPrulesto
the Senatefloor inabundle, and reported the Antideg rule
and the Water Quality Standardsrule separately.

Whentheruleswere sent to thefloor of thefull
Senate, Senator Kess er spoke about how corrupt and
unworkablethe Tier 2.5 process had become, and offered
an amendment that removed entirely the Tier 2.5 category
fromthe Antideg rule. That amendment passed, and the
Senate then passed the DEP rulesbundle (SB 373), the
Water Quality Standardsrule (without the additional trout
sreamlist), and the Antideg rule (without aTier 2.5
category).

That bringsusto yesterday, whereinamove
orchestrated by the Speaker of the House Richard
Thompson (D-Wayne) and House Judiciary Committee
chair Carrie Webster (D-Kanawha), the House Judiciary
Committee amended back into therulesbundle (SB 373)
both the Water Quality Standardsruleand the Antideg
rule, and included the new definition of Tier 3.

So that’ swherethingsstand at thishour.
Yesterday wasalong day. | wasinvolvedin“negotiating”
meetingswith anincreasingly expanding list of lobbyistsfor
the Dirty Water Codlitionat 8:30inthemorning, and
suffered through it most of thevery long day. Thenew
rulesbundlewasreported to the Housefloor last night.

For those of you who may not likethennew Tier 3
definition, or theremoval of the Tier 2.5 category, don't
worry. There' saweek |eft in thelegidative session, and
the Dirty Water Codlition boysand girlsareaready
lobbying hard tokill therules.
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Mountaintop Removal Foes,
SupportersSpeak

By Phil Kabler,
Charleston Gazette Staff writer

Inwhat could bethe swan song of his12-year
legidative career, Sen. Jon Blair Hunter, D-Monongdlia,
Wednesday (Feb. 27) gave opponents of mountaintop
remova mining arare opportunity tovoicetheir concerns
beforealegidative committee.

“In12yearshere, | felt peoplefromthe codfields
had not had an opportunity to addressthe L egidature,”
Hunter said. “1 felt it wasimportant asapeople’s
Legidaturetolistentothe people.”

Wednesday’s public hearing drew an overflow
crowdtothetraditionally pro-coa Senate Energy,
Industry and Mining Committee.

Ostensibly, the debate was over Hunter’shill
(SB588) toeffectively prohibit valley fillsby cod
operations. Redlistically, though, thebill had been dead
from the moment it wasintroduced Feb. 6, with Hunter as
itssole sponsor.

“1 didn’t seemto havealot of support. | didn’t
haveany co-sponsors,” said Hunter, whoisnot seeking
re-election after threetermsin the Senate.

Hesaid hewas encouraged that amajority of
committee membersturned out to hear the testimony of
those opposed to mountai ntop remova mining. “Hopefully,
some of themwereasmoved as| was,” hesaid.

During the hearing, both supportersand
opponents spoke onthehill.

Coal industry representatives stressed the
economicimpact of banning valey fills. “ Theeconomic
devastation would be equal to amodern-day Great
Depression,” said Jason Bostic of the West VirginiaCoal
Association.

Bob McL usky, aJackson Kelly attorney who has
represented the Coal A ssociationinnumerouslawsuits,
said Hunter’shill would not only halt surfacemining, but
most deep mining aswell. “The statewill facethelargest
takingscase. . . probably ever filed against astate, for
billionsof dollars,” McL usky warned.

However, themgority of the speakerssaid there
isanenvironmental, societal and mora imperativeto
protect the state’ smountains.

Author and former gubernatoria candidate Denise
Giardinasaid that the Appa achian Mountainsareamong
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the oldest on earth, which she said makesthem one of
God'sfirst creations.

“We, in onegeneration, are destroying them. Who
dowethink weare?’ shesaid, pointing afinger at Cod
Association representativesin the crowd.

Cindy Rank, withtheWest VirginiaHighlands
Conservancy, emphasized the societa price of
mountai ntop removal mining, naming anumber of southern
West Virginiacommunitiesthat have been “ obliterated” in
the path of mining operations.

“Thepeopleinthesesmal communitiesareworth
morethan that, and deserve morethan that,” she said.

Environmenta lawyer Joe Lovett said federa
Environmental Protection Agency studieshave projected
that asignificant amount of surface mining that would be
lost withlimitsonvaley fillswould bemadeupwithan
increasein underground mining.

“Wearelosing our mountainsforever for that
amount of coal intheshortterm,” hesaid.

Hunter, meanwhile, said he hopesfuture
Legidatureswill beableto accomplish what he could not.

“I have been along-time supporter of coal mining,
but not mountaintop removal,” hesaid.

(Thisarticle appeared in the Feb. 28 edition of the
Charleston Gazette and isreprinted herewith their
permisson).

Not-so Shameless Plea

Withonly oneweek I eftinthislegidative session,
the WV EC |obby team isbusy working night and day,
seven daysaweek, to represent our membersand mem-
ber groupsat the capitol.

We need your continued financia support inorder
to sustainthiseffort.

So, please help feed our starving lobby team by
sending your pennies, nickels, dimes, and big dollars
today! Doit beforeyouforget .... thelobby team appre-
ciatesit. Thanks!

"Clean Coal" ...
IS an oxXymoron
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You Say You Want a Res-o-lu-tion

By Vickie Wolfe, WVEC Lobby Team
wolfev@verizon.net

Well, at thispoint only one of the energy-related
billswewerefollowingisstill dive. HB 4028, which
alowscountiesand municipalitiesto enter into contracts
for energy savings, passed the House sometime ago and
has agood chance of getting through the Senate before
thefinal bell talls.

Theideas contained in several other environmental
billsare now being proposed as study resol utions, which
meansthe Joint Committee on Government and Finance
studiesthesethingsover the next ten monthsand then
makesrecommendations asto appropriatelegidation for
next year’'s session.

“Green buildings’ will bethe subject of one of
thoseresolutionsand, totell thetruth, | think thismay bea
better outcome than having had thisyear’shill pass. You
may remember that the House version of thegreen
buildingshbill would have mandated that new and
renovated state buildingsbe built in such away asto
satisfy the LEED silver standard (the Senateversion
removed themandate). Well, it turns out the new DEP
buildingisLEED slver certified, and just thisweek we
met with the guy who oversaw the construction of the
building. Hetold us, among other things, that the U.S.
Green Building Council wasvery difficult towork with,
and that after DEP moved into the building in 2004, three
more year sof negotiating wererequired before
certification wasfindly granted.

Now, can you imagine how much complaining
such arequirement would engender about peoplewho sit
inmarblebuildingsand dream up lawsthat make others
livesmiserable? Thisgentleman said hethought EPA’'s
Energy Star certification wasabetter way to go. We've
also been studying a“green buildings” bill passed by the
North Carolinalegidaturelast year, and | think that if next
year’shill addssomeother thingslikewater conservation
and accountability language on top of Energy Star, we'll
end up with abetter “green buildings’ bill thanwewould
have had thisyear. But | digress.

Another proposed resolutionwould resultina
study of the effect of climate change onthe Mountain
State, and aplan for mitigation thereof. Still another one
would focuson solid waste, including the proposal s of the
“bottlebill” and thebill that would have banned plastic
shopping bags. Another resol ution proposesastudy of
the staffing and enforcement performance of DEP, and yet
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another will propose studying in general the economic
impactsof coa mininginWest Virginia, and mountaintop
remova mininginparticular.

Solet’sstay optimistic that these studieswill result
inmore and better environmental legidationfor next year,
and maybe someof it will evenpass...©

Bottle Bill Update
By Linda Frame, WV Citizen Action Group
linda@wvcag.org

Whilethisyear'shill doesnot sit onthegovernor's
desk awaiting hissignature, wedid keep theissue aliveand
inthe news. Wereceived several newspaper endorse-
mentsagainthisyear, severa hitsontheaways-informa
tive Reader's Vent linein the Charleston Gazette (I say if
you makeit to the vent line, then Joe Citizen ispaying
attention), met with the governor and his staff - aswell as
leadership in both Houses, and rai sed public awareness.

One of themost enjoyable partsfor methissession
waswatching theinvolvement of the Student Environmental
Action Codlition (SEAC) and members.They aretakingit to
the streetsthemsel ves - setting up recycling programson
campus, calling and meeting with the governor, and starting
petition drives. What great new energy to our efforts!

| get many calls each week from citizenswho want
to help makethe BottleBill alaw in West Virginia. People
don'tjust call tofind out more- they call to find out what
they can do. When you'regoing up against industry that
can spend thousands of dollarson perksfor legidators(it's
adrop intheir budget bucket) you haveto beinit for the
long haul. Only with thiscontinual growing grassroots
support will we be ableto match the staying power of big
money and accessto fight our efforts. Thank you!

Our key event of the session wasthevisit by John
Ferrari to present the basics of the Californiadeposit law.
By using theformat of a Joint Judiciary and Finance
Committee meeting, legislators had the chanceto ask
guestionsand learn more about our bill - contributing to
taking the"fear" out of changing the statusquo and | et
legisatorsknow that this concept works- and businesses
can make money under thislaw.

A seriousstudy during theinterimswould beabig
step and away to continueto educate legislatorson why
this concept makes so much sense. It already worksin so
many places. I'll keep you posted on post-session news.

Pleaseremember to call Governor Manchin and
ask himto support the Bottle Bill. He needsto keep
hearing from citizens, and hastold us he supportsthe
concept. We need to remind him that citizensdo too!
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B7
SB11
B3
SB80
SB88
SB124
SB135
SB 216
SB 240
SB 299
SB 300
SB 302
SB438
SB 466
SB467
SB474
SB482
SB487
SB499
SB501
SB502
SB503
SB517
SB553
SB555
SB567
SB 568
SB578
SB584
SB588
SB609
SB613
SB614
SB622
SB 626
SB641
SB643
SB652
SB 669
SB 700
SB703
SB 706
SB710
SB712
SB716
SB727
SB737
SB 746
SB751
SB757
SB7/0
SB775

Senate BillsWe Are Tracking (as of 3/01/08)

Bill Number Title

Establishing Flood Protection Planning Council
Reducing state vehicles' petroleum-based fuel consumption

Committee

Passed Nat Resto Finance
Passed Gov Orgto Finance

Public health assessment of DEP rules (WVEC Bill) Died

Requiring verification of notice to adjoining landowners of timbering operations Died

Creating brownfield economic development districts Passed House Finance—2nd Reading
Prohibiting timbering operations near brook trout streams Died

Establishing returnable beverage container deposit program (Bottle Bill) Died

Eliminating coal bed methane tax exemption Passed EIM toFinance
Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections) Died

Creating Renewabl e Portfolio Standards Sustainable Energy Act Died

Disallowing accelerated rate recovery for transmission lines Died

Public comment process for Health & Human Resourcesrules H&HR

DNRruleondrilling in state forests

Administration of Dam Saf ety Rehabilitation Revolving Fund Loan Program
Reauthorizing Dam Safety Rehabilitation Revolving Fund PEND Senate
Salestax holiday for Energy Star appliances

Oil and Gas Surface Owner’s Bill of Rights

Authorizing counties and cities to enter into energy-savings contracts
Eliminating timber severancetax

Passed Nat Resto Judiciary
In House Judiciary
InHouseJudiciary
Passed Senateto House Finance
Died
(See HB 4028)
Passed Senateto House Finance

Transferring Stream Partners Fund from DNR to DEP Passed Senateto House Judiciary
Placing blasting program penalties’ deposit in Special Reclamation Fund Passed EIM, 2nd Reading, to Finance
Requiring fingerprinting of solid waste facility permit applicants Passed House Judiciary — 1st Reading

Authorizing DEP Secretary to sign NPDES permits (Bad Bill)

Creating Permitting Information Act

Limiting classification of managed timberland

Banning ATV'sfrom all paved roads

Green BuildingsAct

Changesto Oil and Gas Severance Tax Act

Expanding membership of boards of zoning appeals

Preventing excess spoil or overburden near certain streams (Anti M TR Bill)
Creating Innovation and Devel opment Act

Regulating liquefied petroleum gas-consuming equipment and appliances
Limiting certain land use in growth counties for nonenergy purposes
Creating Voluntary Rural and Outdoor Heritage Conservation Act

Expedited air pollution permitsfor minor sources (Terrible Bill)

Amending Water Resources Protection and Management Act

Public-Private Transportation Facilities Act of 2008

Relating to private investmentsfor Stonewall Jackson L ake State Park
Relating to private investmentsfor Stonewall Jackson L ake State Park
Requiring coal prospectorsto record and report certain geological information
Reducing solid waste assessment fees

Providing for liner placement through mined-out coal seams

Eliminating gaswell spacing consent from certain coal entities

Authorizing Coalbed Methane Review Board to propose legislative rules
Clarifying definitions of “shallow well” and “ deep well”

Relating to county solid waste assessment fees

Limiting certain companies’ use of eminent domain for electric transmission lines
Establishing recycling recovery program for electronics

Surface Coal Mining Specia Reclamation Fund

Requiring Public Service Commission promulgate wind power projects’ rules

EIM
InHouseGov Org
Passed Judiciary to Finance
InHouseRoads& Trans
Died
EIM
Gov Org
Died
Finance
Judiciary
Econ Dev
InHouseFinance
Judiciary
In House Judiciary
Transportation
Passed Nat Resto Finance
Nat Res
Diedin EIM
Judiciary
In House Judiciary
InHouseJudiciary
InHouseJudiciary
EIM
Judiciary
Judiciary
InHouseJudiciary
In House Finance
Judiciary

Reducing certain landfill solid waste assessment fees (Terrible Bill) Passed Senateto House Finance

Designating and limiting WV State Parks and State Forests

House-2nd Reading

(NOTE: All the DEP ruleshave passed the Senate in abundle— SB 373 —and are now on the House side).
Green Legidative Update
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House BillsWe Are Tracking (as of 3/01/08)

Bill Number Title Committee

HB 2184 Prohibiting solid waste authorities from competing with private recycling businesses Judiciary

HB 2212 Requiring DEPto adopt federal surface coal mining regulations (Terrible Bill) Judiciary

HB 2321 Increasing penaltiesfor discarding trash on land and in streams Judiciary

HB 2367 Requiring the DEPto remediate wastetire piles Passed Judiciary to Finance
HB 2385 Increasing DEP Advisory Council membership to nine members (TerribleBill) Gov Org

HB 2474 Establishing avolunteer litter reporting program Ag & Nat Res

HB 2492 Defining “fill material” in the Water Pollution Control Act (TerribleBill) Judiciary

HB 2719 Verifiable Science Act (TerribleBill) Education

HB 2773 Establishing returnable beverage container deposit program (Bottle Bill) Judiciary

HB 3041 Prohibiting oil and gas operatorsfrom daylighting Died in Interims

HB 3104 Imposing additional coal severancetax on surface mining activities Finance

HB 3147 Allowing DEPto use portion of civil penalties collected for watershed projects Finance

HB 3154 Increasing timber severancetax and eliminating exemptionsfrom the tax Ag & Nat Res

HB 3210 Protecting consumersof failed water or sewer utilities Finance

HB 3231 Increasing managed timberland tax Finance

HB 4005 Extending alternative-fuel motor vehicletax credit Finance

HB 4006 Including bicycle and pedestrian waysin planning state roads Died in Roadsand Trans
HB 4028 Authorizing counties and cities to enter into contracts for energy-savings Passed Houseto Sen Gov Org
HB 4039 Giving abutting landownersright of first refusal to lease or buy public lands Judiciary

HB 4041 Eliminating coa bed methanetax exemption In SenateFinance

HB 4050 Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections) Died

HB 4066 Green BuildingsAct Died

HB 4083 Creating Renewable Portfolio Standards Died

HB 4095 Creating commission to study impact of global warming Died

HB 4133 Strengthening vehicle emission standards Roads & Trans
HB 4138 Public comment processfor Health & Human Resourcesrules Passed Houseto SenateH& HR
HB 4267 DNRruleondrilling in state forests Passed Ag & Nat Resto Judiciary
HB 4286 Oil and Gas Surface Owner’sBill of Rights Died

HB 4305 Tax exemption for energy efficient products Finance

HB 4323 Tax exemption for shredding and recycling of paper and paper products Finance

HB 4342 Creating aState Trail Authority within West VirginiaDevelopment Office Gov Org

HB 4363 Authorizing county noise abatement ordinances Pol Sub

HB 4408 Eliminating plastic bagsfromusein retail establishments Ag & Nat Res

HB 4411 Exempting aquaculture facilitiesfrom sudge management requirements Passed Houseto Senate Judiciary
HB 4434 Establishing higher education energy and water savings revolving loan fund Passed Finance— 3rd Reading
HB 4436 Creating solar hot water heating course at community and technical colleges Education

HB 4438 Expedited air pollution permitsfor minor sources (TerribleBill) Passed Judiciary — 1st Reading
HB 4440 Changesto Oil and Gas Severance Tax Act Finance

HB 4451 Creating Permitting Information Act Gov Org

HB 4454 Requiring public utilitiestofileall rateswith county commissions Pol Sub

HB 4469 Allowing state colleges and universitiesto better manage real property Education

HB 4476 Public-Private Transportation Facilities Act In Senate Transportation

HB 4501 Amending Water Resources Protection and Management Act Judiciary

HB 4511 Relating to zoning ordinance adoption by election or otherwise In Senate Gov Org

HB 4514 Authorizing afeeto stock trout on the Gauley River Judiciary

HB 4534 Tax credit for the purchase of new wood and pellet stoves Tabled on 3rd Reading

HB 4567 Relating to privateinvestmentsfor Stonewall Jackson Lake State Park In SenateNat Res

HB 4590 Limiting classification of real property as managed timberland Ag & Nat Res

HB 4594 Authorizing DEP Secretary to sign NPDES permits (Bad Bill) Gov Org

HB 4600 Prohibiting mining on cemetery land Judiciary

HB 4606 Tax credit for installing asolar hot water heater Finance

HB 4638 Requiring coal prospectorsto record and report certain geol ogical information Judiciary

HB 4654 Limiting certain land usein growth countiesfor nonenergy purposes Judiciary

HB 4673 Requiring aJobs Impact Statement (TerribleBill) Judiciary

HB 4682 Increasing thefinefor littering from fifty dollarsto one hundred dollars Judiciary

HB 4702 Providing regulation, penalties, and administration for natural gas and methane gaswells Finance

(NOTE: All the DEP rules have passed the Senatein abundle — SB 373 — and are now on the House side).
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March 8: Last day of the 2008 regular Legislative Session.
Join WVEC for an "Open House End of Session" gathering.
To be held at our office, located at 2206 Washington St. E.,
Charleston. Bring your favorite dish and beverage! Easy
walk to and from the capitol to watch the floor session action
till midnight. Convenient Saturday parking behind our office.
For more information: WVEC office, (304) 414-0143.

April 5-9: 3rd Annual Mountaintop Removal Week in
Washington.

For more information: Contact Mary Anne Hitt or visit
www.iLoveMountains.org.

April 18- 20: 2008 Sustainable Fair, "Green Makes $en$e".
Davis & Elkins College - Elkins, WV.

Highlights: Keynote speaker is Deborah Koons Garcia, "The
Integrity of Food"; Four tracks of Workshops all day Satur-
day on: renewable energy; sustainable economic develop-
ment; eco tourism; food & agriculture; health; architecture /
Green Building; Public Policy; Transportation; Sustainable
Booths; Children's program; Art Exhibit; Live music by
Public Outcry; Two sustainable benefit dinners; WV Sym-
phony concert; Tours to sustainable locations ... more.
Friday or Saturday dinner reservations: Jan Myers, (304)
269-7019. Friday "Taste of WV" buffet features 15 WV
gourmet chefs - cost $25. Saturday dinner, "Living in
Concert: A Sustainable Feast" is spearheaded by gourmet
executive chef Dale Hawkins, with Stonewall Resort. Costis
$40. (reservations limited, please reserve early).

For WV Symphony Tickets: Carol Schuler w/Davis & Elkins,
(304) 637-1338 or schulerc@DavisAndElkins.edu.

Cost is 12. per ticket.

For more information and to participate contact: Denise
Poole, deniseap@earthlink.net or call (304) 617-7073

Calendar of Events $& 2l ed5s. 2

T

May 24: WVEC's "Artists for the Environment" Benefit
Celebration. To take place at the WVEC office building,
2206 Washington Street East, Charleston. From 12 noon till
5:00 p.m. Featuring live music, art exhibit & sales, artisan
creations, baked goods, refreshments and more. The
drawing for Mark Blumenstein's sculpture, "Un-frayed" will
occur at 4:00 p.m. You do not need to be present to win.
A donation to WVEC of $5. (or whatever you can afford) is
requested to support our organization.

This event is lots of fun - don't miss it!

To participate, and more information: (304) 414-0143 or
e-mail Denise Poole at deniseap@earthlink.net.

June 28: 5th Annual "Lavender & More" Fair. La Paix Herb
Farm, Alum Bridge WV (Lewis County). Highlights include:
workshops, presentations, demonstrations, variety of booths,
wood walks, garden tours, plants, gourmet lunch (early
reservations encouraged - cost is $25. Menu is on the
website). Delicious Ala carte food and drinks are also
available all day.

Admission: $5. per person or $10. per family.

For moreinformation contact : Myra Bonhage-Hale,
steward: lapaixpeace@gmail.com or visit the website:
www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com

October: WV Environmental Council's annual Fall Confer-
ence. Join WVEC this fall as we set our 2009 agenda, offer
workshops, recreation outings and more. Stay tuned for
exact date, location and other details for our 19th annual Fall
Conference.

Visit WVEC's website: www.wvecouncil.org for more informa-
tion and details as this event draws near.

To participate or more information: (304) 414-0143

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership

New Membership

Membership Levels

Change of Address Donation

$ 10 Student/ Senior
Name: $ 25 Regular

$ 50 Seedling
Address: $ 100 Sustaining

$ 250 Enviro Steward
City, State, Zip: $ 500 Canopy

$1,000 Old Growth
Phone: e-mail $ Other
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West Virginia Environmental Council
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311

End of session - March 8, 2008
WVEC Open House - noon till ?
See details on page 2
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