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Under the Dome

By Donald S. Garvin, Jr.
WVEC Legidative Coordinator

Week 6 —The“ All Sate Forests’ Bill

Remember SB 4607?You probably don’t
recognizethebill number, but it wasthe onewe dubbed
the* Kanawha State Forest Bill.”

WEel, you can't cal it that any more.

It has morphed.

Now wecancal itthe* All State ForestsBill.”

Thishill wasoriginally proposed to address
serious problemsthat aroselast year from oil and gas
drilling operationsin Kanawha State Forest.

Morethan 60 gaswellshave been drilled over the
yearsonthisrelatively small pieceof prized publicland.
Andlast summer indrilling another well, Equitable Gascut
anew 60-foot widewell road that became amuddy mess
and cut down alot of beautiful old treesin the process—
all unnecessarily. The company could have, andindeed
should have, smply used already existing accessroads.

So agroup of concerned Kanahwa State Forest
usersdecided to do something about it. Oneof those
usersisDaveMcMahon. Daveisalawyer and alobbyist
(onother issues), and along-time advocatefor protecting
therightsof surface ownersagainst abusive oil and gas
exploration practices.

Thegroup drafted legid ation that would have
required oil and gasoperatorsin Kanawha State Forest to
consult moreclosely with DNR, and notify DNR officials
and seek public comment before commencing operations,
among other things (back in the 2000 |egidative session,
legidatorsoutlawed timbering in Kanawha State Forest

..... continued on page 3
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Selenium in Our In-Boxes
By Cindy Rank, West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

Personswho signed up to receiveemail notices
from DEP about pending permitting actionswere puzzled
to havetheir in-boxescrammed full with over 100 public
noticesthis past week.

Why?

DEPisproposingto extend thetimethey’ve
alowed for mining companiesto comply with selenium
limits. That type of adjustment to permitsmust first goto
public notice—hencethe multitude of adsinloca
newspapers acrossthe state and email noticesfrom DEP.

Background:

Sdeniumisatoxic minerd that buildsupinliving
organismswhen levelsinthewater areelevated. The
potentia effectsof excessseleniumonaguaticlifeare
severeand includereproductivefailure, birth defects,
damageto gillsandinternal organs, and ocular disease. In
humans, whilesdleniumisan essentiad nutrient at low levels
(foundinthefoodsweesat andin daily vitamintablets), it
can beextremely toxic at higher levelscausing hair and
fingernail loss, damageto kidneysand liver, and damageto
nervousand circulatory systems. Ingesting high levelsof
selenium—from thewater you drink or eating fishfrom
streamswhere seleniumisaproblem—can beaserious
problem.

Studies published inthe 2002 M ountaintop
Remova/Vdley Fill Environmenta Impact Statement
identified streamslocated below severd valley fillsas
selenium hot spots.

Oncethe problemwasidentified, and with the
insstent prodding of folkslike Margaret Janes
(Appa achian Center), selenium limitsand compliance

..... continued on page 3
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E~Day at the Capitol

Friday, March 2nd

House & Senate Halls / Upper Rotunda (well) area
WYV State Capitol, Charleston WV

Citizen Lobbying - Begins at 9:00 a.m. - meet at the WVEC Lobby
Information table, located near the Robert C. Byrd statue and
Senate side of the well.
Press Conference - Begins at 11:30 a.m. in the Gov. Conference
room, located through the Secretary of State's office.
Displays - From 10:00 am until 3:00 pm:
WVEC Environmental Council Information
WVEC Citizen Lobby Information
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
WV Highlands Conservancy
Mountaineer Chapter Trout Unlimited
Coal River Mountain Watch
WV Rivers Coalition
Friends Of The Mountains
WV Citizen Action Group
Sludge Safety Project
Moondreamer Crafts
Clean Elections Coalition
WV Sierra Club
The Wilderness Coalition
Cleanbrier
Lapaix Herb Farm
Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC)

E-Day Reception & Benefit

E-Day evening, March 2nd ~5:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Perfater Law office lobby - 1311 Virginia St. East, Charleston
Highlights include: WVEC's 2007 awards' presentation,
dinner buffet, live music until 11:00 pm
Donation of $10. per person at the door

WV Environmental Council
2007 Board of Directors:
Jim Kotcon, President
Carol Warren, Vice President
Denise Poole, Past President
Danny Chiotos, Secretary
Frank Young, Treasurer

Myra Bonhage-Hale  Greg Carroll
John Christensen  Liz Garland
Don Garvin  Don Gasper
Sherry Evasic  Norm Googel
Janet Keating  Chelena McCoy
Mary Ellen O'Farrell  Cindy Rank
Matthew Ivan Stiefel
Chuck Wyrostok  Gary Zuckett

Membership Organizations:
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
WV Highlands Conservancy
WYV Rivers Coalition
WYV Sierra Club
WYV Citizen Action Group
Coal River Mountain Watch
Plateau Action Network

Chuck Wyrostok
Outreach Coordinator
wyro@appalight.com

Don Garvin
Legislative Coordinator
dsgjr@aol.com

Denise Poole
Program Coordinator
deniseap@earthlink.net

Don Alexander
Web Site Coordinator &
E-Mail Listserve Coordinator
paradox@spectrumz.com

www.wvecouncil.org

Legislative Session 2007 Information Sources:

Legislative Reference & Information Center:

MB-27, Bld. 1 - State Capitol Complex, Charleston WV 25305

WV Legislative web-site: www.legis.state.wv.us

(For bill tracking, bulletin board (journals), legislators' e-mails.)

To Call Toll Free: 1-877-565-3447 or local Charleston area: (304) 347-4836

WYV Environmental Council Web-site: www.wvecouncil.org

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition: If you want to easily get the latest news during
the legislative session, check

www.ohvec.org/ovec_news.html and www.ohvec.org/news_gen.html daily.

Every morning, OVEC checks scores of news sources and posts links to make it
easier for you to stay informed.

Legislative Update is published by
the West Virginia Environmental
Council (WVEC) - a statewide
organization dedicated to facilitating
communication and cooperation
among citizens in promoting
environmental protection in West
Virginia. LegislativeUpdate, is
published weekly during the
Legislative Session.

Legislative Update welcomes
letters, articles, and art work from
readers and reserves the right to

edit or reject submissions. Please
send materials to:

Denise Poole, editor
deniseap@earthlink.net
2206 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 414-0143
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Under the Dome ..... continued from page 1

and put the management in the hands of the Division of
Natural Resourcesinstead of the Division of Forestry).

Thegroup got aimost al of the Kanawha County
legidative delegation to sponsor thebill. And1 am sure
that thethinking at thetimewasthat it would be easier to
get theLegidatureto approveif wasaimed at only one
forest and had thefull support of del egatesand senators
fromthe areaaffected.

Well, you know the old saying about the best-laid
plans.

When SB 460 wastaken up thisweek by the
Senate Natural Resources Committee, Chairman John Pat
Fanning (D-McDowell) wasmorethan supportive. It turns
out that therearetwo stateforestsin Sen. Fanning's
district that also contain oil and gas operations.

Thenext thing you know therewasacommittee
subgtitute drafted that madethe protective provisions of
thebill apply to ALL stateforests! The committee passed
thebill for consideration by thefull Senate, with only one
drawback: therequirement for apublic hearingwas
removed.

When first heard about the possibility of
legidation addressing the problems at Kanawha State
Forest, my reaction wasthat any “fix” proposed ought to
apply toall publiclandsowned by the state.

After dl, thereisan extensive public comment
processfor al federal publiclands. That processiscalled
theNational Environmenta Policy Act (NEPA), and it
requires public hearings, public comment periods, and
assessment of theenvironmenta impacts of devel opment
projectson publiclands.

Theproblemswiththedrilling operationsin
Kanawha State Forest might not have occurred at all, if
West Virginiahad a“ SEPA” —a State Environmental
Protection Act.

| am not thefirst WV EC member to suggest such
athing. Our very own president, Jim Kotcon, hasbeen
“lobbying” for aSEPA processfor yearsnow. Perhaps
we canmakeit an E-Council priority inafuturelegidative
sesson.

But for now, we'll just concentrate on getting SB
460 al theway through thelegidative process.

Thewintry blast continues, so please help out our
fine-feathered friendsand keep your bird feedersfull this
week.

Y
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Sdenium in Our In-Boxes

..... continued from page 1

ordersto meet thoselimitsare now part of approximately
123individua NPDESwater discharge permits.

In November, the Highlands Conservancy and
OVEC challenged two specific mining operationsfor
failingto comply with these permit requirements. The
companies had 60 daysto clean up their actsor face
Citizen Suit lawsuitsover theongoing violations.

Inabit of an end run, DEP decided to take action
against those companiesitself — essentia ly taking it out of
our hands.

Asfor thelarger universeof smilar permits, DEP
isretreating fromitsearlier actionsandisnow giving
operations moretimeto comeinto compliance.

Sowhile DEPwaits, the selenium continuesto
flow into our streams.

Another Tortuous Week
for Water Rules

The “water rule wars’ continued this week in the
Senate, asindustry lobbyists tried their best to gut the Tier
2.5 "waters of special concern” stream list.

SB 255, the Antidegradation Rule containing the
Tier 2.5 stream list (60-CSR-5), was assigned to a sub-
committee of the Senate Natural Resources Committee on
Monday. The sub-committee originally consisted of Senator
Randy White (D-Webster) as chair, and Senator Walt
Helmick (D-Pocahontas) and Senator Clark Barnes (R-
Randolph). By thetimeit first met, two other senators had
been added — Senator Karen Facemyer (R-Jackson) and
Senator Ed Bowman (D-Hancock).

The first sub-committee meeting wasfairly
rancorous. But the group met again this morning, and after
DEP Secretary Stephanie Timmermeyer answered a list of
guestions from the senators, the sub-committee voted to
recommend that the full Natural Resources committee pass
the bill onto the Senate Judiciary Committee, “without
recommendation.”

Senator Barnes cast the only “no” vote in the sub-
committee.

It appears likely now that Senate Natural
Resources Committee will pass the antideg rule on to
Judiciary unchanged, and that Senate Judiciary Committee
will begin consideration of SB 255 and SB 259, the Water
Quality Standardsrule (47-CSR-2) which containsthe
“Category B2" trout stream list early next week.

We hear that House committees will also begin to
consider the DEP rules next week.
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" Convenient Denial"
by John B. Christensen, WVEC Lobbyist

Listeningtolate-night radioonthe AM did
yesterday, | realized how deep our countrymen and
womenareimmersedin " convenient denid" when it comes
to theenvironmental reditiesthat face our nation and the
worldat large.

Theannouncer waschastising Al Gorefor owning
threehouses, ajet air plane, and logging thousands of
travel milesduring hisweek toweek activitiespromoting
theredlitiesof globa warming, and that somehow that
made him ahypocrite.

Thetalk-show host went onto say that thereis
still no scientific evidencethat Americansaremiredin
globa warming asaresult of climate changedueto
greenhousegasses. I’'mdtill trying to figureout wherethe
announcer wastrying to gowith thisseemingly
contradictory argument.

It has been proven beyond areasonabl e doubt by
many distinguished scientiststhat thegreenhouse gas
emission problem leadsto climate changeand that weare
headed for the"Hot Age'. Theproblemisinternational,
buttheU. S. A., asthemost profligate greenhouse-gas
emitter, hasaresponshility to takethelead inthefight to
curbit.

Unfortunately, our radio and televison outletsare
chock full of showsthat purport these contrary arguments.
Itisapparent that the reasoning behind itisto confusethe
publicfor the enrichment of coal companies, chemical
companies, oil and gasinterestsand other extractive
industries. They continuetoimprove company profits,
givenicedividendstotheir shareholdersand keep
everyone guess ng asto the urgent consequences of
continued, unabated CO2 emissions; hence, my
"convenient denid" theory!

This78thlegidativesessonisfull of committee
meetingswhere both bodiesare debating the merits of
passing lawsthat protect fish, air, water and people - yet
theseextractiveindustry types say that theselawsaretoo
confining to their business practicesand hurt thefuture
profitability of businessesto operatein West Virginia

» The Chamber of Commerce has sponsored a
bill that would fast-track theair pollution permitting
process by our WV-DEP.

» King coa hascomeout againgt havinga
greenhouse gasinventory systemin placeto monitor the
amountsemitted by our industriesinthemountain sate. A

Green Legidative Update

greenhouse gasinventory systemwould enableusto be
ready when EPA inevitably decidestoregulatethe
emission of CO2 gases.

» Some state senators, and the Farm Bureau have
comeout against protecting amere 4% of our streamsby
designatingthem Tier 2.5, saying that it representsa
“taking” of private property rights.

| findtheseargumentsvery divisveintheoveral
scheme of things, but that iswhy I’ m herein Charleston
fighting thegood fight. I'mfiguring out waysto convince
our countrymen andwomenin " convenient denid" to
preparethe mountain statefor afuturewithless
dependence on cod -burning power plantsand other CO2
emitting industries. We should beencouraging O2
producing organismslike old growth forestsand
protecting streams.

Theearth may survivethecoming "hot age”
however, it remainsto be seen whether humanswill make
the necessary changesto thriveand surviveaong withit.

| encourageall our readerstowriteand cal their
representativesin Charlestoninthe coming weeksand let
them know how you feel about convenient denia with
respect to their votes on theseimportant billsand
resolutions.

Really Bad Bill!!!

Wejust heard that thelong awaited bill to permit
theMc Dowell County landfill to expand to 100,000 tons
per month hasbeen introduced. SB 629 would fly inthe
face of every thingwedid to stop theflood of out of state
garbageback intheearly nineties. Nearly every ton of the
proposed 100, 000 tonswould be brought inonrail cars
fromthemajor eastern cities. Weall should bewatching
this.

Committeeto Act on Slurry

| njection Study Resolution
Next Week

SCR 15, theresol ution establishing an official
study of theinjection of coa durry into abandoned deep
mines, ison the Wednesday agenda of the Senate Energy,
Industry and Mining Committee next week.

We have been lobbying membersof this
committee hard for thelast severa weeks, and weare
hopeful that theresolution will pass. Wewill keepyou
posted asthisprogresses.
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Bottle Bill Latest

By Linda Frame, WV-CAG
linda@wvcag.org

Next week bills need to either get on a committee
agenda or die and we are lobbying the House Judiciary
Committee to take up the Bottle Bill so the former will
happen. Key delegatesto call, if you arein their district,
are: Delegate Proudfoot (D-Randolph) - 340-3248,
Delegate Ellem (R-Wood) - 340-3394, Delegate Mahan
(D-Summers) - 340-3102, Delegate Pino (D-Fayette) -
340-3170, Delegate Lane (D-Kanawha) - 340-3275,
Delegate Overington (R-Berkeley) - 340-3148. All can be
reached toll-free at 1-877-565-3447.

The support, both new and existing, for the bottle
bill this session has been amazing and I’ d like to take a
minute and thank some folks who have gone above and
beyond.

LauraPhillipsand Cyndi Bolton with the Phillips
Group managed the returns of the Adopt-A-Highway
surveys from start to finish. With their professional touches,
we were able to present the governor and the media with
an official compilation of what our survey respondents had
to say.

Mark Blumenstein with Friends of the Lower
Greenbrier River was the energy and outrage that created
the survey ideain thefirst place. Heis now following up
with other equally angry AAH volunteersto decide on
other actionsto help keep a bottle bill on the front burner in
West Virginiapolitics.

Fritz Boettner with Downstream Strategies
devel oped and produced a GI'S map plotting the statewide
AAH survey results, creating a powerful visual we will use
in so many waysto promote the Bottle Bill and publicize
the survey resuilts.

Many, many citizen lobbyiststurned out on Bottle
Bill Day last week and they deserve special thanks:
Rosemary Lockhart, Kathy Lewis, Matt Tate, Mark
Blumenstein, Don Garvin, John Christensen, Norm
Steenstra 11, Don Gasper, Owen and Kathy Stout, Denise
Poole, ReginaHendrix, Kathryn Stone, Jay Bowen, Richie
Robb, Paul Hamrick, Richard Barnett, Howland and Doris
Sharpe, Sue Talbott, Jesse Johnson, Kevin & Samanthavon
der Heydt, the WV U Student Sierra Club Coalition
including Carmen Borsa, Gibron Mancus, Christy Hartman,
John Neubert, Charles Holden.

Carmen and Gibron delivered an empty soda can
with an attached label stating bottle bill factsto each
legislator, and Carmen did this despite having abroken
foot! It was abusy, crazy good day and if I ve left you off
thelist, | apologize.

And thanks, OF COURSE, to everyone who has
made phone callsto legislators and the governor, asking for
support for SB 370 and HB 2773.

Green Legidative Update

Clean Elections Update
By Carrol Warren, VWWVEC Vice President

The Public Campaign Financing Act (S118) is now
in the Senate Finance Committee, where our focus
continues to be on prompting Senator Helmick to put the
bill on the agenda. Rumor at the Capitol isthat he will do
so, but it needs to happen next week, and as soon as
possible! The lobby team has been talking with members of
the Finance Committee this week, and we are getting some
help from supportive Senators in encouraging Senator
Helmick to movethebill.

However, we must also focus on the other
members of the committee. A delegation from the WV
Education Association met with Senator Helmick on Friday
morning. Hetold the WV EA group hewould put the bill on
the agenda, but said he did not think it had the votes
necessary to passin the committee. Our job isto change
that!

Members of the Finance Committee and their
contact information appear below. An asterisk (*) denotes
asponsor of the bill. Please thank sponsors for their
support and ask them to encourage Senator Helmick to put
the bill on the committee agenda quickly. Ask all members
to support the bill when it isbrought up in committee!
Senators Bailey. Chafin, Plymale, Prezioso, and Unger are
probably swing votes, so encouraging them to support the
bill isparticularly important.

Every West Virginian has one Senator on the
Finance Committee. Please identify yourself asa
constituent when contacting your own Senator — it does
make a difference! Your calls and e-mails definitely helped
in moving the bill through Judiciary Committee. Keep up
the great work!!

Walt Helmick, Chair 357-7980 William Sharpe 357-7845
Billy WayneBailey 357-7807  Edwin Bowman 357-7918
Truman Chafin 357-7808 Larry Edgell* 357-7827
John Pat Fanning 357-7867 Shirley Love* 357-7849
Brooks McCabe* 357-7990 Robert Plymale* 357-7805
Roman Prezioso 357-7961 John Unger 357-7933
DonnaBoley 357-7905 Karen Facemyer 357-7855
Jesse Guills* 357-7959 Vic Sprouse* 357-7854
Dave Sypolt 357-7914 Toll-free at 1-877-565-3447

We will also be in contact with the attorneysin the
Secretary of State’s office. They plan to offer an
amendment authorizing the Secretary to delegate
administration of the bill in someway — probably either to
appointees on the Election Commission or to a staff
position created for that purpose. We will be encouraging
the attorneys to have their amendment ready to present
when the bill istaken up, so it will not be put into a sub-
committee (which would basically kill it because of the
limited timeremaining).
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Bill Number

Bills We Are Tracking
Title

Senate Bills

SB19

SB83

SB86

SB111
SB118
SB170
SB177
SB337
SB353
SB370
SB39%
SB401
SB440
SB441
SB460
SB469
SB493
SB499
SB509
SB552
SB558
SB588

Requiring jobsimpact statement for certain proposed legislation

Restricting longwall mining

Requiring verification of notice to adjoining landowners of timbering operations
Determining ownership of real estate involved in surface mine application
Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections)

Prohibiting timbering operations near streams harboring brook trout
Creating Division of Energy

Establishing greenhouse gases inventory program (DEP bill)

Reducing state vehicles' petroleum-based fuel consumption

Establishing returnable beverage container deposit program (Bottle Bill)
Exempting site-specific dataon certain rare plant or animal speciesfrom disclosure
Requiring Public Service Commission promulgate wind power projects’ rules
Establishing Voluntary Wetland Protection Programs

Relating to wind power projectstax treatment

Requiring DNR to promulgate rule applicablein Kanawha State For est
Relating to air pollution control permits (bad Chamber of Commer cebill)
Providing managed timberland ownerstax incentives

Redefining “managed timberland” for certain tax reduction purposes
Banning all-terrain vehiclesfrom all paved roads

Modifying Water Pollution Control Act (bad DEP bill)

Requiring Public Health Impact Assessment (WVEC hill)

Removing tax expiration for coal synfuel

(SB 242 through SB 261 are the DEP “rules’ hills).

House Bills

HB 2102 Prohibiting salvage yards from storing any salvage within two hundred yards of a stream

HB 2184 Prohibiting solid waste authorities competing with private recycling businesses
HB 2207 Tax credit to electric power generatorsfor the use of West Virginiacoal

HB 2212 Requiring DEPto adopt the federal regulations governing surface coal mining activities
HB 2222 Authorizing the Governor to appoint an additional member to the Surface Mine Board

HB 2258 Prohibiting DNR from approving or rejecting dredge and fill permits

HB 2260 Creating the “West Virginia Joint Coal Owners Trust and Conservation Act”
HB 2321 Increasing the penalties for discarding trash on land and in streams

HB 2341 Allowing harvesting of mature timber under the “ Farmland Preservation Act”
HB 2367 Requiring DEP to remediate any wastetire pile with more than twenty-fivetires
HB 2371 Creating WV Public Campaign Financing Act (Clean Elections)

HB 2385 Increasing the environmental protection advisory council membership

HB 2399 DNR license fees that may be used for capital improvements and land purchases
HB 2407 Natural Gas severancetaxes

HB 2446 Creating the office of State Energy Coordinator in the Office of the Governor
HB 2474 Establishing avolunteer litter reporting program

HB 2492 Defining “fill material” inthe Water Pollution Control Act (bad Coal hill)

HB 2719 Verifiable ScienceAct (bad “ sound science” hill)

HB 2769 Establishing a program to inventory greenhouse gases (DEP bill)

HB 2773 Establishing areturnable beverage container deposit program (BottleBill)
HB 2818 Wind Farm taxes

HB 2821 Relating to air pollution control (bad Chamber of Commer cebill)

HB 2848 Requiring DNR to promulgaterule applicablein K anawha State For est

HB 2854 Providing for removal and el ection of Public Service Commissioners

HB 2898 Banning all-terrain vehiclesfrom all paved roads

HB 2946 Removing the five year coalbed methane severancetax exemption

HB 2953 Removing tax expiration for coal synfuel

HB 2987 Providing proof of lawful disposal of solid waste as adefense to aviolation of disposal law

HB 3019 Banning the use of nonorganic herbicides within state roads rights-of-way
HB 3041 Prohibiting oil and gas operatorsfrom “daylighting”
(HB 2597-2602, 2630-2642, and HB 2694 are the DEP “rules’ hills).
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Committee

Econ Dev
Nat Res
Nat Res
EIM

Passed Judiciary —toFin
Nat Res

Passed Finance— 1% Reading

EIM
Finance
Nat Res

Passed Senate—H A&N
Judiciary
Nat Res
Finance

Passed Nat Res— 1% Reading
Judiciary
Nat Res
Nat Res

Trans & Infrastructure

Nat Res
Judiciary
EIM

Judiciary
Judiciary
Finance
Judiciary
Labor
Judiciary
Judiciary
Judiciary
Agand Nat Res
Finance
Judiciary
Gov Org
Agand Nat Res
Agand Nat Res
Gov Org
Agand Nat Res
Judiciary
Education
Judiciary
Judiciary
Judiciary
Agand Nat Res
Agand Nat Res
Judiciary
Gov Org
Finance
Finance
Judiciary
Roads & Trans
Agand Nat Res
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February 26: Buffalo Creek Disaster Remembrance - State
Capitol - 3:00 pm, at the Upper Rotunda on the House Side.
Join the Sludge Safety Project on this 25th anniversary of
the 1972 Buffalo Creek disaster which left 4,000 homeless
and caused 125 deaths. Invited speakers include: former
Delegate Arley Johnson (a Buffalo Creek disaster survivor)
and Rev. Dennis Sparks. The Bob Gates' film of the disaster
is scheduled to be shown. Snacks provided.

For more information: (304) 234-2618 or
info@sludgesafety.org

March 2: WVEC's annual E-Day at the Capitol! Located in
the Senate & House halls and upper rotunda area. Environ-

mental organizations and sustainable businesses will be
represented with displays. Thisis YOUR day at the capitol!
Visit your Senators and Delegates - we encourage citizen
lobbying! A press conference is scheduled at 11:30 am.
For moreinformation and to register your organization
contact : Denise Poole at deniseap@earthlink.net or call
the WVEC office: (304) 414-0143.

March 2: WVEC E-Day evening reception & benefit.
Perfater Law office lobby, 1311 Virginia Street East, Charles-

ton. From 5:30 pm till 11:00 pm. Highlights include: 2007
Environmental awards bestowed; live music; buffet dinner.

March 10: Last day of the 2007 regular Legislative Session.

March 21: WYV Environmental Education Association
Conference: 'Environmental Education Pathways: Gather,
Share, & Collaborate." Jackson's Mill, Weston WV. From
8:00 am - 4:00 pm.

Registration fee: $25 (Before March 2nd) $35 after March
2nd). Includes: all conference materials, breakfast, lunch,
and breaks. Highlights include: presentation on the National
Project for Excellence in Environmental Education, Concur-
rent Sessions.

For moreinformation contact: Valerie Reed at
vreed@oionline.com or (304) 242-6855.

s« Calendar of Events $%

BN RIS 2S5

March 23-24: "Yes Fest". St. Marys grade school - West
Pike Street, Clarksburg, WV. Renewable energy issues as a
focus. Presentations, booths and more.

For more information contact: Sally Egan, (304) 842-9511

March 24: WV Environmental Council Board of Directors
meeting. WVEC office, Charleston. 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

June 22-24: WVEC Board of Directors June Retreat.
Location to be announced.

June 30: 4th Annual "Lavender & More" Fair. La Paix Herb
Farm, Alum Bridge WV (Lewis County). Highlights include:
workshops, presentations, demonstrations, variety of booths,
wood walks, garden tours, plants, gourmet lunch.
Admission: $5. per person or $10. per family.

For more information contact : Myra Bonhage-Hale,
steward: lapaix@westvirginia.net or visit the website:
www.lapaixherbfarmproducts.com

Mid to Late September: WV Environmental Council's Fall
Conference. Stay tuned for exact date, location and other
details for our 19th annual Fall Conference, "Making A
Difference - Creating A Sustainable World".

April 2008: Sustainable Fair. Davis & Elkins College -
Elkins, WV. Highlights include: workshops, presentations,
booths, local organically grown food, music and much more.
Stay tuned as plans develop for a wonderful event featuring
renewable energy and many aspects of sustainable living.
Sponsored by Sustainable Living for West Virginia org.

For more information and to participate contact: Denise
Poole, deniseap@earthlink.net or Myra Bonhage-Hale
lapaix@westvirginia.net Co-Directors.

E~Day at the Capitol
Friday, March 2nd

Support the West Virginia Environmental Council

2206 Washington Street East, Charleston WV 25311
Phone: (304) 414-0143 www.wvecouncil.org

Renewed Membership
Change of Address

Name:

New Membership
______Donation

Membership Levels

$ 10 Student/Senior
___$ 25 Regular

Address:

$ 50 Seedling
$ 100 Sustaining

City, State, Zip:

$ 250 Enviro Steward
$ 500 Canopy

Phone: e-mail

$1,000 Old Growth
$ Other
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E~Day at the Capitol
Friday, March 2nd




